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tion in 1861, which carried on such propaganda on the subject,
that in 1869 the first such marriage actually took place; he took
part in the wedding ceremony and defied excommunication
by the Shankaracharya.1 In 1862 he had become the English
editor of an Anglo-Marathi weekly, the Indu-Prakash, and as
such had an early part in moulding opinion on this and all
other burning topics of the day and on public affairs generally.
When in Poona, he became the life and soul of the Sarvajanik
Sabha, founded in 1870 by Ganesh Vasudev Joshi,2 and in
1878 started its Quarterly Journal^ both of which had such
decisive influence on the social and political reform movements
in Maharashtra. The Indian National Congress founded by
A. O. Hume in 1885 and of which we shall treat in detail in
its proper place, owed much of its mental preparation to Ranade,
and though he, as a Judge, did not feel free to join a purely
political body such as this, he inaugurated the practice, that,
alongside of the annual session of the Congress, there should
always be held Social Conferences, which he regularly attended
and addressed until its fourteenth, held in Lahore in Christ-
mas week of 1900, of which latter one, the address remains,3
though he could not deliver it in person, death, which overtook
him three weeks later, having already cast its shadows ahead.

1 Religious head of Orthodox Hindus.

a "In order," as said its Constitution, "that there should exist between
Government and the people something in the shape of a mediating
body which may afford to the latter facilities of knowing the real
intention and objects of Government as well as adequate means for
securing their rights, by making a true representation of the real
circumstances in which they are placed." (See The Constitution of
the Poom "Sarvajamk Sabha" and its Rules. Printed at the Dnyan
Prakash Press, Poona, 1884.)

3 In M. G. Ranadfs Miscellaneous Writings, published by his wife in
1915 in Bombay. This volume contains inter alia all his speeches at
these "Social Conferences."